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Local family hosts 7th Annual Special Olympics Rice Rodeo 2009

SOLDIER, Kan – Everyone deserves the chance to have fun, and the Rice Rodeo aims to provide just that. This Saturday, September 19, over 100 people from Northeast Kansas communities will make the trip down miles of gravel road to spend an afternoon relaxing on the farm with the Rice family. 
Specifically geared toward adults with developmental disabilities, the rodeo is an opportunity for participants and staff to interact and share ideas with other people who are dealing with similar issues and concerns.  
“This rodeo is non-competitive, and is geared specifically to enable every skill level to participate to the degree that they feel most comfortable,” says Cathy Rice, founder of the Rice Rodeo. “Often a great idea is discovered in trying to figure out how to get someone on a hay wagon or while throwing a rope at a roping dummy. Everyone benefits from having a day that is just about having fun.”
The rodeo is completely run by volunteers.  Local businesses and groups donate products or funds which enables the Rice Rodeo to provide horse rides, hay rides, carnival type games, a BBQ supper, a barn dance, t-shirts, and a trophy for every participant to take home.
Adults with developmental disabilities often feel left out of community functions for a variety of reasons, which is why Cathy says she started the rodeo.

“Access, time allotments, space and finances are all factors that can put a damper on their being able to participate in events,” Cathy says. “I got the idea for the rodeo while I was working at a facility for adults with developmental disabilities. When finances came to the point where the individuals living at the facility could not attend other area rodeos, I felt that we could put together a similar event on the ranch where we live.”

The first rodeo was held September 9, 2000, and since then it has grown from 35 participants to well over 100 participants and more than 50 volunteers.
“Our family is blessed by being able to share our love of horses and the farm life with other people,” Cathy says. “Our horses are part of our family and to be able to share them and the experience of riding or even petting our horses makes our week.  
“Shoot, we relive the rodeo for months later – smiling at someone's comment or brushing back a tear when a person who lives in a wheelchair is waving to their friends from the back of a horse, or feeling that knot in your throat when someone gives you the biggest ole bear hug for giving them a t-shirt reminder of their day.  The benefits to us far outweigh the little bit of work we do when compared with the fun we are able to share with others!”
Each year, local area businesses lend their support and sponsor the event. This year’s main sponsor is Living Stone Ranch, which is in the process of becoming a facility for adults with developmental disabilities that caters to families who desire a home that is faith-based and has a farm atmosphere. 
Other area community sponsors of the Rice Rodeo include: Bar S Tack & Farrier Supplies, Bell Plumbing, Brahma Excavating, Casey’s General Store of Holton, Fox Seamless Guttering & Exteriors, Holton Family Health Center, Holton Farm & Home, Holton Livestock Exchange, Jackson County EMS, Jayhawk TV & Appliances, Mercer Funeral Home, Midwest Coating Inc., Miller Law Office, Red Rock Ranch, and Soldier Christian Church. 
For more information about Living Stone Ranch & the Rice Rodeo, visit www.LivingStoneRanch.org.
